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African American, Mexican American, and Total 
J.D. Enrollment at ABA-Approved Schools 

(1995-96 vs. 2007-08) 

All data obtained from the ABA Section of Legal Education web site at 
http://www.abanet.org/legaled/statistics/stats.html.

Academic 
Year

African American
J.D. Enrollment

Mexican 
American

J.D. Enrollment

Total J.D. 
Enrollment

1995-96 9,779 2,495 129,397

2007-08 9,483 2,498 141,719

African American enrollment has also fallen short of the 1995-96 high- 
water mark in every one of the 11 intervening years, while 20 new schools 
have been fully or provisionally approved and overall minority enrollment 
has increased by 61% from 19,034 to 30,657 students.

http://www.abanet.org/legaled/statistics/stats.html


Caucasian, African American, and Mexican American 
J.D. Applicant Shut-Out Rates from ABA-Accredited 

Schools (2002-2003-2004-2005-2006-2007) 

All data obtained from LSACNet.org, the official web site of the Law School 
Admissions Council (See Data Volume Summaries by Ethnic and Gender Group 

and LSAT Technical Report 06-03).  Includes all ABA-accredited schools.

Applicant 
Group

Total 
Applicants

Mean LSAT 
Score

Total 
Admitted

Shut-Out 
Rate

Caucasian 363,360 153 238,960 34%

Mexican 
American 8,490 148 4,530 47%

African 
American 59,410 142 22,590 62%



Misuse of the Law School Admissions 
Test, Racial Discrimination, and the De 

Facto Quota System for Restricting African 
American Access to the Legal Profession, 

80 St. John’s Law Review 167 (2006) 

• 82% (69/84) of the schools in the eight largest U.S. law 
school markets raised their 25th percentile LSAT 
scores during 2002-2004.  

• 62% (43/69) of the schools that raised their 25th 
percentile scores saw their African American student 
enrollment decrease by an average of 19%. 



The Disturbing Correlation Between ABA 
Accreditation Review and Declining 

African American Law School Enrollment, 
80 St. John’s Law Review 991 (2006) 

• 100% (20/20) of schools with 25th percentile LSAT 
scores below 151 that were reviewed by the ABA during 
2002-2005 raised their 25th percentile LSAT scores. 

• 95% (19/20) of these schools suffered a decline in the 
percentage of African American students enrolled.

• 65% (13/20) of these schools suffered a decline in the 
number of African American students enrolled, with 
an average decline of 34%

Continued



• Four schools facing sanctions or the threat of 
sanctions substantially raised their 25th percentile 
LSAT scores and suffered a 44% decline in the 
number of African American students enrolled. 

• Total enrollment at these schools increased by 24% 
during the same period. 







This [GAO] provision is important and 
timely in light of a fifteen year decline 
in minority law school enrollment 
documented by a Columbia Law 
School web site created in 
conjunction with the Society of 
American Law School Teachers . . . . 
This disturbing trend has occurred 
even while overall law school 
enrollment numbers have increased 
and admissibility indicators for 
minority applicants have improved.



One certain factor in the 
trend is the over-reliance of 
law schools and accreditors 
on L.S.A.T. scores as an 
admissions criterion . . . .



GAO Study:  Section 951 includes a provision requiring the GAO to 
study the impact of law school accreditation practices on access to law 
school by racial and ethnic minorities.  It states:

‘‘(i) GAO STUDY.—Not later than one year after the date of the
enactment of this section, the Comptroller General shall conduct a
study of, and report to Congress on, the impact that law school 
accreditation requirements and other factors have on the costs of 
law school and student access to law school, including the impact of
such requirements on racial and ethnic minorities.”

H.R. 4137 Higher Education Opportunity Act Provisions 
Relating to Misuse and Over-Reliance on the LSAT

Continued



NAS Study: Section 1110 includes a separate provision requiring the 
Secretary of Education to contract with the National Academy of Sciences 
to conduct a study to identify any cultural bias in standardized tests, 
including but not limited to the LSAT.  It states:

“(a) STUDY.—The Secretary of Education shall enter into an
agreement with the Board on Testing and Assessment of the National
Academy of Sciences for the conduct of a study to identify any
race, ethnicity, or gender bias in the content and construction of
standardized tests that are used for admission to institutions of
higher education.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than two years after the date of enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of Education shall issue an interim
report to the authorizing committees related to the progress of the
study under subsection (a).”



We write to urge you respectfully to 
hold a hearing to examine the 
decline in minority enrollment in U.S. 
law schools.
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